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§27.61

Subpart F—Disturbing Violations:
Against Nonwildlife Property

§27.61 Destruction or removal of prop-
erty.

The destruction, injury, defacement,
disturbance, or the unauthorized re-
moval of any public property including
natural objects or private property on
or from any national wildlife refuge is
prohibited.

§27.62 Search for and removal of ob-
jects of antiquity.

No person shall search for or remove
from national wildlife refuges objects
of antiquity except as may be author-
ized by 43 CFR part 3.

§27.63 Search for and removal of
other valued objects.

(a) No person shall search for buried
treasure, treasure trove, valuable semi-
precious rocks, stones, or mineral
specimens on national wildlife refuges
unless authorized by permit or by pro-
vision of this subchapter C.

(b) Permits are required for archeo-
logical studies on national wildlife ref-
uges in accordance with the provisions
of this subchapter C.

§27.64 Prospecting and mining.

Prospecting, locating, or filing min-
ing claims on national wildlife refuges
is prohibited unless otherwise provided
by law. See §29.31 for provisions con-
cerning mineral leasing.

[41 FR 9168, Mar. 3, 1976, as amended at 44 FR
42976, July 23, 1979]

§27.65 Tampering with vehicles and
equipment.

Tampering with, entering, or start-
ing any motor vehicle, boat, equipment
or machinery or attempting to tamper
with, enter, or start any motor vehicle,
boat, equipment or machinery on any
national wildlife refuge without proper
authorization is prohibited.

50 CFR Ch. I (10-1-14 Edition)

Subpart G—Disturbing Violations:
Filming, Photography, and
Light and Sound Equipment

§27.71 Commercial filming and still
photography and audio recording.

(a) We authorize commercial filming
and still photography on national wild-
life refuges under the provisions of 43
CFR part 5.

(b) Audio recording does not require
a permit unless:

(1) It takes place at location(s) where
or when members of the public are not
allowed;

(2) It uses equipment that cannot be
carried or held by one person;

(3) It uses equipment that requires an
external power source; or

(4) We would incur additional admin-
istrative costs to provide management
and oversight of the permitted activity
to:

(i) Avoid unacceptable impacts and
impairment to wildlife or resource val-
ues;

(ii) Minimize health or safety risks
to the visiting public

(c) Failure to comply with any provi-
sion of 43 CFR part 5 is a violation of
this section.

(d) The location fee schedule for still
photography conducted according to a
permit issued under 43 CFR part 5 will
apply to audio recording permits issued
under this part.

(e) We will collect and retain cost re-
covery charges associated with proc-
essing permit requests and monitoring
the permitted activities.

(f) Information collection. A Federal
agency may not conduct or sponsor and
you are not required to respond to a
collection of information, unless it dis-
plays a currently valid Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) control
number. The information collection re-
quirements contained in this section
have been approved by the OMB under
44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned con-
trol number 1018-0102. The information
is being collected to provide agency
managers data necessary to issue per-
mits and grant administrative benefits.
The obligation to respond is required
to obtain or retain a benefit. You may
send comments on this information
collection requirement to the Informa-
tion Collection Clearance Officer, U.S.
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service, 1849 C Street
NW., Mailstop 2042-PDM, Washington,
DC 20240.

[78 FR 52097, Aug. 22, 2013]

§27.72 Audio equipment.

The operation or use of audio devices
including radios, recording and play-
back devices, loudspeakers, television
sets, public address systems and musi-
cal instruments so as to cause unrea-
sonable disturbance to others in the vi-
cinity is prohibited.

§27.73 Artificial lights.

No unauthorized person shall use or
direct the rays of a spotlight or other
artificial light, or automotive head-
lights for the purpose of spotting, lo-
cating, or taking any animal within
the boundaries of any national wildlife
refuge or along rights-of-way for public
or private roads within a national wild-
life refuge.

Subpart H—Disturbing Violations:
Personal Conduct

§27.81 Alcoholic beverages.

Entering or remaining in any na-
tional wildlife refuge when under the
influence of alcohol, to a degree that
may endanger oneself or other persons
or property or unreasonably annoy per-
sons in the vicinity, is prohibited.

§27.82 Possession and delivery of con-
trolled substances.

(a) Definitions for the purpose of this
section:

(1) The term controlled substance
means a drug or other substance, or
immediate precursor, included in
schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of part B of
the Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.C.
812) or any drug or substance added to
these schedules pursuant to the terms
of the Controlled Substance Act.

(2) The term practitioner means a phy-
sician, dentist, veterinarian, scientific
investigator, pharmacist, or other per-
son licensed, registered, or otherwise
permitted by the United States or the
jurisdiction in which he practices to
distribute or possess a controlled sub-
stance in the course of professional
practice.

§27.86

(3) The term delivery means the ac-
tual, attempted or constructive trans-
fer and/or distribution of a controlled
substance, whether or not there exists
an agency relationship.

(b) Offenses. (1) The delivery of any
controlled substance on a national
wildlife refuge is prohibited, except
that distributed by a practitioner in
accordance with applicable law.

(2) The possession of a controlled sub-
stance on a national wildlife refuge is
prohibited unless such substance was
obtained by the possessor directly, or
pursuant to a valid prescription or
order, from a practitioner acting in the
course of his professional practice, or
except as otherwise authorized by ap-
plicable law.

(3) Presence in a national wildlife ref-
uge when under the influence of a con-
trolled substance to a degree that may
endanger oneself, or another person, or
property, or may cause unreasonable
interference with another person’s en-
joyment of a national wildlife refuge is
prohibited.

§27.83 Indecency and disorderly con-
duct.

Any act of indecency or disorderly
conduct as defined by State or local
laws is prohibited on any national
wildlife refuge.

§27.84 Interference with persons en-
gaged in authorized activities.

Disturbing, molesting, or interfering
with any employee of the TUnited
States or of any local or State govern-
ment engaged in official business, or
with any private person engaged in the
pursuit of an authorized activity on
any national wildlife refuge is prohib-
ited.

§27.85

Gambling in any form, or the oper-
ation of gambling devices, for money
or otherwise, on any national wildlife
refuge is prohibited.

Gambling.

§27.86 Begging.

Begging on any national wildlife ref-
uge is prohibited. Soliciting of funds
for the support or assistance of any
cause or organization is also prohibited
unless properly authorized.
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